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Reflections on Fatima 21 of 27
August 13 continued: More suffering...
Their captors were hoping that, being the youngest, she could be more 
easily intimidated. They were mistaken, however; questioning her on 
the way, they could not get her to say a single word. After questioning 
her, they put her into another room that seemed to belong to the prison. 
Meanwhile, in the administrator’s office, Lúcia and Francisco imagined that everything 
was taking place as they had been told. The guard came back, announced that Jacinta was 
already “fried” and took Francisco by the arm. The little boy wept bitterly as he left his 
cousin alone. The men threatened him that they would boil him too, just like Jacinta, if 
he did not reveal the secret. But he ignored this threat and kept silent. Lúcia, meanwhile, 
was waiting anxiously through all this, convinced that her cousins were dead. In spite of 
that, she did not utter a single word about the secret. Finally, they gave up and allowed her 
to join her cousins in the room. Surprised to find them alive, she embraced them joyfully. 
Each had faced an insuperable dilemma, in such a way that this trial could be called a 
martyrdom. The three children had been ready to give their lives rather than break their 
promise to Our Lady.
An official interrogation of Lúcia of Jesus that took place on July 8, 1924, the visionary of 
Fátima, with her usual accurate memory, related the details about what happened to the 
three children. “When we arrived at Ourém, they locked us into a room and said that we 
would not be allowed to leave it as long as we refused to tell the secret that the Lady had 
confided to us. The next day, an elderly lady questioned us about the secret, then brought 
us to the administration office, where we were interrogated again and offered gold pieces 
if we would reveal the secret. We went back to the administrator’s house, where we had 
stayed the previous night, and in the afternoon, we were again questioned about the secret. 
On the 16th, we went again to the administration office about 10:00 a.m., but they could 
not get anything out of us, as had happened previously. Then the administrator ordered 
us to get into a car and brought us to the parish priest’s house, leaving us on the veranda.”
The administrator tries more threats. Beaten, but unconvinced, the administrator used 
other threats, according to a reference in Sister Lúcia’s memoirs: “One day, three gentlemen 
came to speak with us. After their interrogation, which was hardly pleasant, they left, 
saying: ‘See that you decide to tell this secret; if not, the administrator is ready to stop you 
by taking your lives.’” Jacinta reacted to this threat with joy, saying that if it happened, it 
would only serve to allow them to see Our Lord and Our Lady that much sooner. Because 
of the threat, an aunt of Lúcia’s who was married and lived in Casais tried to bring her niece 
to her home, since she lived outside the jurisdiction of the administrator. The little girl, 
however, refused to leave her own home. Lúcia refers to all these events without bitterness. 
When she was asked what she, or her cousins, thought of the administrator’s strategies 
or of the jail, she answered quite simply: “My impression was that the administrator was 
simply the instrument that God used to let us suffer for love of him and for the conversion 
of poor sinners. I suppose my cousins’ impressions were the same.”

FR. ERIC – RAMBLINGS

SATURDAY, June 24
	 5:00 p.m.	 Jenny Riegler
SUNDAY, June 25
	 7:30 a.m.	 Dorothy Depweg
	 9:30 a.m.	 Michele Hudson
	 11:30 a.m.	 Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
		    Priests & Deacons
MONDAY, June 26
	 7:45 a.m.	 Mary Huelskamp
TUESDAY, June 27
	 7:45 a.m.	 Lynne Dusek
WEDNESDAY, June 28
	 7:45 a.m.	 The Catholic Church in China

THURSDAY, June 29
	 8:30 a.m.	 Intentions of Pope Francis
FRIDAY, June 30
	 7:45 a.m.	 Paul Naas
SATURDAY, July 1
	 5:00 p.m.	 Ida Gillespie
SUNDAY, July 2
	 7:30 a.m.	 Jack Black
	 9:30 a.m.	 Michele Bowman
	 11:30 a.m.	 Living and Deceased Members 
		    of the Ridenour and 
		    Evenden Families

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

For Mass times of churches throughout the United States, visit www.masstimes.org.
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 4:00-4:30 p.m. In Church

Wednesday: 6:00-6:45 p.m.
  During Adoration
Anytime by appointment
  (In Parish Office)

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
1st & 3rd Sunday of the Month,
  10:30 a.m. following Mass
2nd & 4th Sunday of the Month,
  12:30 p.m. following Mass
Saturday after the 5:00 p.m. Mass
  with permission only
Attendance at the Baptismal Program is 
required – held every other month on the 
second Monday in January, March, May, July, 
September, and November at 7:00 p.m. Call 
the Parish Office to reserve a date for both 
program and sacrament reception.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
During Office Hours, call 937-335-2833. 
Anointing between Sunday Masses with prior 
notice.
In Emergencies or After Hours, call 937-335-
2833.

MATRIMONY
Contact the Parish Office at least 8 months in 
advance. Must be a registered parishioner at 
least 9 months prior to marriage. Preparation 
program is required.

CARE OF THE SICK
Visitation Ministers visit homes and nursing 
facilities with Eucharist for those unable to 
worship on Sundays. Facilities no longer 
share this information with the Parish Office. 
Help identify those in need of visitation by 
calling the Parish Office.

HOSPITAL VISITATION
Please notify the Parish Office if you or a 
family member is hospitalized. Hospitals no 
longer share this information with the Parish 
Office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Registrations are taken at the Parish Office 
during regular business hours. Registration 
form is also available on our website to 
complete and mail into the Parish Office. 
When leaving the parish, please notify the 
Parish Office.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please notify the Parish Office when you have 
a change of address or phone number.

BULLETIN DEADLINE:
3:00 p.m. Thursday for the following week; 
submit via email to info@stpattroy.org.

CHURCH INFORMATION

WEEKLY RAFFLE WINNER:
June 12 – Chris Kloeker

FIXING THE ROOF (HOPEFULLY)
As most of you know, the church has had a 
leaky roof for quite some time. Over the past 
couple of years, we have been working on a 
plan to fix the roof, both exterior and interior 
damage. What will be done is replacing the 
tile roof and repairing the damaged areas of 
the church ceiling. This project is just under 
one million dollars. We presently have just 
over half of the money needed for the project. 
I am asking for donations for this project. You 
can send the donations directly to the Parish 
Office or place them in the collection basket 
(in an enveloped marked: “roof project”). 
Thank you for your support.

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
St. Patrick’s Confession Times:
Wednesday: 6:00-6:45 p.m. with Adoration
Saturday: 4:00-4:30 p.m.
Please see the parish website for a list of 
Confession Times at our Parish Family 
Churches.

Adoration will begin following morning 
Mass and conclude with Benediction at 7:00 
p.m. We invite parishioners to sign up for a 
weekly, hour-long time slot for six months. 
We need two Adorers each hour so Our Lord 
is never left alone. A sign-up sheet is available 
in the Narthex (Church entryway).

PRAYER CHAIN
While Mary Grilliot recuperates, please 
contact Sue Hastings at 937-339-2945 or 
shastings@woh.rr.com.

Join the Parish Staff in celebrating Pat Smith and her many years of Ministry at 
St. Patrick as she steps back from her role in Adult Faith Formation. We will be having 
coffee and donuts on Sunday, June 25th after the 9:30 a.m. Mass to wish her well and 
thank her for all she’s done to promote the Catholic faith.

MY DEAR PARISH FAMILY,
As you may have heard, I will be retiring from 
my position as Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation here at St. Patrick at the end of 
June. I can’t tell you how honored and blessed 
I have felt over these last 30 years of serving 
the Lord and growing in my faith with all 
of you. God has placed so many spiritual 
and amazing people in my life during this 
time and was able to present them to you. I 
treasure all the wonderful memories shared 
over the years and the dear friends I have 
made. I am so thankful to my Adult Faith 
Formation Team for all their support and 
help with many projects. I truly feel that 
Adult Faith Formation is a very important 
part of our religious education; we never stop 
learning about our Faith, so please continue 
to support any upcoming studies or events. I 
will continue on as a volunteer for the “What 
We Believe” Bible Study this fall and also 
oversee the continuation of the GriefShare 
Support Group. I also hope to still offer 
some trips through Collette. So, I will still be 
around;  I’m not going anywhere. Thank you 
for your love, support and friendship.
Blessings,
Pat Smith

VERY IMPORTANT!!!
VOTE “YES” for Issue 1 during the special 
election on August 8. Protect Ohio’s 
Constitution from Outside Special Interest 
Groups, like the radical ACLU and Planned 
Parenthood. Strengthen our Constitution by 
requiring a 60% majority vote rather than 
the minimal current 50% plus 1 to add an 
amendment. July 10th is the Voter Registration 
deadline for this August Election. Make sure 
you are registered and make sure your family 
and friends are registered. On July 11th, early 
in-person voting for the August Election 
begins. Make sure to vote early or absentee 
since you may have a conflict with work or 
health or weather on August 8th. For more 
information or to request an absentee ballot, 
contact the Miami County Board of Elections 
or visit https://boe.ohio.gov/miami/.
Thank you, 
Miami County Right to Life
The deadline to request an absentee ballot 
is August 1.
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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time June 25, 2023

DO NOT BE AFRAID
Reflection on Matthew 10:26-33

Jesus’ instructions to His disciples 
before going out on mission continue in 
today’s Gospel, and notice how He tells 
them three different times: Do not be 
afraid. The disciple of Jesus who is on 
mission will encounter tough situations. 
How often does fear hold us back from 
being the salt and light we are called 
to be, flavoring and enlightening the 
world with Gospel Truth?

Jesus knows that being His messenger 
will at times make us unpopular, and 
even bring pain and persecution. So, He 
reminds us, through these instructions, 
that the promise of His presence with 
us, the intimate love He has for each 
of us (“all the hairs of your head are 
counted”), are far more powerful than 
any resistance we encounter. We are 
to acknowledge God openly and 
unapologetically in our families, our 
workplaces, our communities. This 
assures our recognition, that our Father 
will acknowledge us when we come to 
our final judgment. 

~ Fr. Jay

SAINT JUNIPERO SERRA 
Feast Day: July 1
Patron Saint of: California Missions

Born on Spain’s island of Mallorca, Serra entered the Franciscan Order taking the 
name of Saint Francis’ childlike companion, Brother Juniper. Until he was 35, he 
spent most of his time in the classroom—first as a student of theology and then as 
a professor. He also became famous for his preaching. Suddenly, he gave it all up 
and followed the yearning that had begun years before when he heard about the 
missionary work of Saint Francis Solano in South America. Junipero’s desire was to 
convert native peoples in the New World.

Arriving by ship at Vera Cruz, Mexico, he and a companion walked the 250 miles to 
Mexico City. On the way, Junipero’s left leg became infected by an insect bite and 
would remain a cross—sometimes life-threatening—for the rest of his life. For 18 
years, he worked in central Mexico and in the Baja Peninsula. He became president 
of the missions there.

José de Galvez persuaded Junipero to set out with him for present-day Monterey, 
California. The first mission founded after the 900-mile journey north was San Diego 
in 1769. Other missions followed: Monterey/Carmel (1770); San Antonio and San 
Gabriel (1771); San Luís Obispo (1772); San Francisco and San Juan Capistrano 
(1776); Santa Clara (1777); San Buenaventura (1782). Twelve more were founded 
after Serra’s death.

Junipero’s missionary life was a long battle with cold and hunger, with unsympathetic 
military commanders and even with danger of death from non-Christian native 
peoples. Through it all, his unquenchable zeal was fed by prayer each night, often 
from midnight till dawn. He baptized over 6,000 people and confirmed 5,000. 

Read the full article: “Saint Junipero Serra” Franciscan Media, Franciscan Friars,  
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-junipero-serra/. (Accessed June 1, 2023). 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
Sunday, June 25, 2023 
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 20:10-13
Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35
Rom 5:12-15
Mt 10:26-33

Monday, June 26, 2023
Weekday
Gn 12:1-9
Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 22
Mt 7:1-5

Tuesday, June 27, 2023
Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop 
and Doctor of the Church
Gn 13:2, 5-18
Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5
Mt 7:6, 12-14

Wednesday, June 28, 2023
Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr
Gn 15:1-12, 17-18
Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9
Mt 7:15-20

Thursday, June 29, 2023
Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles
Acts 12:1-11
Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18
Mt 16:13-19

Friday, June 30, 2023
The First Martyrs of the  
Holy Roman Church
Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
Mt 8:1-4

Saturday, July 1, 2023
Saint Junipero Serra, Priest
Gn 18:1-15
Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50 and 53, 54-55
Mt 8:5-17

Access Daily Readings from  
the New American Bible,  

Revised Edition (NABRE) online at  
https://bible.usccb.org

Lord, in your 
great love,

answer me...
Psalm 69:14
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THANK YOU!
Our Lady of Fatima would like to thank Fr. Matthew Lee for his year 
of service to our parish. Beginning July 1, 2023, he will be assigned as 
parochial vicar of the NE-3 region of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
which includes Sacred Heart, St. Augustine, St. Brigid, St. Luke,  
St. Paul and Mary Help of Christians. An introduction of our newly 
assigned parochial vicar, Fr. Isaiah Callan, will soon follow.

PLEASE COME TO THE  4TH OF JULY BLOCK PARTY!
It is again being held in the church parking lot. Enjoy food and drink 
with friends, then sit back and enjoy the best seat in town for fireworks. 
Live entertainment, burgers, hot dogs and beverages available for sale 
from 5:00-10:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.

MINISTRY TO THE HOMEBOUND
The Ministry of Holy Communion for the Homebound is very much 
in need of parishioners willing to visit individuals living at health 
care communities and homes. Various opportunities are available. 
For information, please contact Deacon John Carlin at 937-339-0726 
or Ken Vendryes at 937-545-9197 or ksvend80@roadrunner.com. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT OF TIME.

RURAL-URBAN FARM MASS
The St. Augustine Deanery’s Catholic Rural Life Committee invites 
all to celebrate and give thanks for faith, farm, and family. During 
the Mass, Catholic families who have farmed and nurtured the same 
land for 100 years or more will be recognized through the Catholic 
Century Farm Awards. The RURAL-URBAN FARM MASS will be 
held at the Buck & Fran Siefring Farm at 3598 State Route 705, New 
Weston, Ohio on Thursday, July 20 at 7:00 p.m. The Mass celebrant 
will be Archbishop Schnurr. Stay after Mass for refreshments, music, 
and square dancing! All are welcome. Please bring your own chairs.

RUMMAGE SALE
The 10th annual Rummage Sale, sponsored by the Mission Committee 
at St. Boniface/St. Mary Parishes (Piqua) will be held on July 8-9 in 
the Caserta Activity Center, 218 S. Downing, Piqua. Sale hours are 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and Sunday, 9:00 a.m.-noon. Proceeds 
from the Rummage Sale benefit the parishes’ missionaries in Chile 
and Guatemala and their twinning project in Dominica. A variety 
of household items, toys, holiday decorations, and MORE will be for 
sale. There will be home-baked goods, a food stand, a purse/jewelry 
boutique, and complimentary religious items, too. On Sunday, 
everything is half-price! For additional information, contact Don 
Stonerock at 937-773-2400.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
GRIEFSHARE
GriefShare has ended; new sessions will begin in September.

JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT BIBLE STUDY THIS FALL: WHAT 
WE BELIEVE – THE BEAUTY OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH
Our next Bible Study will take place in September. Sunday, September 
10, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. or Wednesday, September 13, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. 
Study is 10 weeks long and all sessions meet in the church undercroft.
Discover the Amazing Riches of the Catholic Faith. What is the 
Catholic Church all about? What does it mean to be Catholic? What 
do Catholics actually believe? The Catholic Church is extraordinary. 
Founded by Christ Himself, the Catholic Church is where we 
encounter God in His Word, His sacraments, and His saints. The 
Church faithfully proclaims the fullness of faith, leaving no truth 
out. It proclaims the fullness of life, leaving no person out. It calls 
all to repent and to believe in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
the source of all life and salvation. Maybe you’ve been Catholic your 
entire life. Maybe you’re just beginning to explore the Catholic Faith. 
Wherever you may be in your journey, you will be profoundly moved 
by the beauty and richness of the Catholic Church. If interested, go 
to Ascensionpress.com to order your study set for “What We Believe.” 
Total with shipping is $35.70. Please email Pat Smith once you register, 
so I know who has registered. Order early in case they sell out.

Blessings to all! 
Please contact Pat Smith for any information or questions on these 
topics at 937-225-2833, ext. 2008 or rsmith3055@aol.com.

CCD
Classes for Kindergarten-sixth grade and a DD class. For more 
information, contact Susan Anderson at sanderson@stpattroy.org.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA FAMILY OF PARISHES PRESENTS
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TROJAN INSURANCE AGENCY
Personal Service – YOU deserve it!

auto  |  home |  bus iness  |  l i fe

937-339-2674

b a c k  p a i n
a n x i e t y
n e c k  p a i n
m i g r a i n e s
a r m / k n e e  p a i n
h i g h  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e
h o r m o n e  i m b a l a n c e
c o l i c  ( b a b i e s )

F U L L  L I F E
C H I R O P R A C T I C

is  helping patients with:

N E W  P A T I E N T
S P E C I A L

$52
Includes exam, nerve analys is ,

any x-rays needed.

#957538-LB-5/23/2023

Professional Technicians
Background Checked & Drug Free

(937) 667-6713
www.EdsHeatingAndCooling.com

The Pediatric Group
Locations in Troy, Tipp City and Piqua
(937) 440-8687

Your hometown pediatricians, Paul W. Weber, MD,  
Becky J. Blackton, CPNP, and Tammy Kaiser, CPNP, parishioners.

Residential, Commercial, and 
Industrial glass applications

937-753-1015 
Tony and Alison Cianciolo, Parishioners

Shelley R. Chapman
REALTOR®, Parishioner
937-418-6200
shelleychapman46@gmail.com
www.myohiodreamhome.com
19 S Weston Rd., Troy Ohio 45373 Each office is independently 

owned and operated

225 E. Main Street • (937) 552-9060 
pedegoelectricbikes.com

414 W. Water St.,  Piqua, OH
615-1100 

www.3joes.com

FISHER-CHENEY
FUNERAL HOME

937-335-6161
1124 W. MAIN ST.

TROY, OH

937-773-5662
 MorrisComfortSystems.com

Piqua, OH • OH.Lic.#13194 • Since 1993

937.339.8805 • http://www.lovettlawoffice.com
 Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts • Probate • Medicaid • Nursing Home Planning

K'S
HAMBURGER 

SHOP
Since 1935

117 E. Main, Troy
(937) 339-3902

George H. Lovett William H. House 

KOESTER PAVILION
3232 N County Rd 25A

Troy, OH 45373
937-440-7663

SPRINGMEADE HEALTH CENTER
4375 S County Rd 25A

Tipp City, OH 45371
937-667-7500
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Trojan Florist and Gifts 
Jules and Francis Harris, Owners and Parishioners 

7 East Water St.• Troy, OH 45373 
(937) 339-2206 www.trojanAorist.com 
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Great People, Benefits & Opportunities!

Text MCFAMILY to 85000 to apply

Open interviews available every  
Tuesday & Thursday from 4:30-5:30 pm 

and Saturday from 3:00-4:00 pm
www.scottmcdonalds.com

C o m p l i m e n t s  o f :

Black Family 
Companies

Christopher A George
Financial Advisor 
Parishioner
1301 E. Ash St., Ste. B, 
Piqua, OH 
937-615-6012 
christopher.george@edwardjones.com

Bill Wolke, AAMSTM

Financial Advisor
Parishioner
1208 Archer Drive
Troy, OH 45373
937-552-9381
bill.wolke@edwardjones.com

Ryan E Ratermann, AAMSTM 

Financial Advisor 
Parishioner

1818 W. High St., 
Piqua, OH

937-773-1671
ryan.ratermann@edwardjones.com

Jordan A Peterson, AAMSTM

Financial Advisor
Parishioner

316 James E Bohanan Memorial
Vandalia, OH 45377

937-264-8780
jordan.peterson@edwardjones.com

In-person or online – communication your way

15 S. Dorset
(at Main St)

1281 S. Dorset
(at Market St)

Parishioner Owned
(937) 335-7754

Personalized Reflections
to help you honor and remember your loved ones

Directors:
Robert Baird • Craig Wise

Tamara Baird • Allan Ganley
Jacob Eldridge

555 North Market St., Troy OH Allan & Tami Baird Ganley
Parishioners

937-339-2602 • bairdfuneralhome.com

937-773-9236
101 Fox Dr, 
Piqua, OH 45356 
MMIrestoration.com

Preserving Character by Restoring Craftsmanship

St. Patrick Parishioners
Roofing  –  Siding  –  Windows

937-773-ROOF
Sidney  –   Piqua   –   Dayton

927 N Market St, Troy
937-335-3055 • studabakerchiropractic.com

Trojan Florist and Gifts
Jules and Francis Harris, Owners and Parishioners

7 East Water St. • Troy, OH

(937) 339-2206 www.trojanflorist.com


